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 ilene rickels 
rickelsi@bcsd.com 
 
You came to Dr. Juliet Thorner Elementary School in Bakersfield, CA last year. You inspired me and I bought 
all of your posters and your DVD. My colleague and I religiously taught the 12 words and unraavel. Our 
school made our AYP growth by 37 points and our third grade team was 2nd highest scoring in the district!!!! 
You said your program was 100% effective! I did believe you then, but now I have the results to back up my 
belief!!! In fact, I am exhausted right now just came home from Back to School Night, but my name is Ilene 
and my colleague and I had talked with you about a recent success we had on a test. Right now, that great 
idea escapes me. I am just too tired to remember. But, not too tired to celebrate the great news with you and 
say thank you for your inspirational words and your powerful ideas that work!!!!! 
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